"At least I am not of your kennel," Symmachus said.
"Answer me. Are your men riding on The City?"

"Really," Nicanor said, "what measure of peace can
come from a Meeting like this?"

"That is what we are here to find," Symmachus said.

"Perhaps," the Patriarch said, "perhaps the Lord
Kallimachus would offer a formal denial?"

"No," Kallimachus said, "this meeting breaks up."

"One moment, please," Justinian said, "may I beg
people to remain for one moment? A matter of very
great importance remains. Please keep your seats."

The tumult ceased. The angry leaders sat again.

Justinian opened his despatch case and took from it
various papers. Seeing at his side some of the parchments
covered with signatures, he lifted one of these and
looked at it while the House fell still. The House became
deathly still. One of the Greens, a little man with a vivid
face, said, "Don't look so solemn, Tino; we regard you
with pity more than anger".

The House sniggered at this and then fell again to a
dead silence.

He seemed to expect some more comment from the
Greens; as none came, he made the customary addresses
to the Patriarch and Bishop and at once began to speak.

"Fellow-Citizens," he said, "I had hoped that an offer
of settlement, fairly and sincerely made, might seem so,
and might be met in a similar spirit of fairness and eager-
ness to settle. Disputes within a city can but ruin both
sides. This City, which should be the fair Queen of all
the world, remains uncrowned, not because her citizens
do not love her, but because they hate each other. I am
twitted with reading the Laws and the Lives and
Writings of the Saints, It is true. I study both these
things; the one, to find what basic stones of liberty and
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